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Search process for the 18th CFNR Dean launched

The UPLB College of Forestry 
and Natural Resources (CFNR) 
embarks on a search for its 
new dean as the second term 
of Dean Willie P. Abasolo ends 
on March 2, 2021.

Nominees include three 
faculty members from the 
college: Dr. Abasolo from the 
Department of Forest Products 
and Paper Science (FFPS), 
Dr. Nathaniel C. Bantayan 
from the Institute of 
Renewable Natural Resources 
(IRNR), and AP. Marlo D. 
Mendoza from the Department 
of Social Forestry and Forest 
Governance (SFFG).

As part of the search process, 
the nominees presented 
their plans and programs for 
2021 to 2023 via Zoom and 
Facebook Live Stream in the 
afternoon of February 5, 2021. 
Dr. Abasolo said that it has 
been a pleasure and a privilege 
to serve the College for two 
terms, and presented the 
CFNR accomplishments from 
2018 to 2020. The presentation 

highlighted achievements such 
as the continued distinction 
given by the Professional 
Regulation Commission 
(PRC) as a top-performing 
forestry school, as a Center 
of Excellence in Forestry 
Education by the Commission 
on Higher Education (CHED), 
and the only ASEAN 
University Network-Quality 
Assurance Certified forestry 
school in the country. His 
plans and programs revolve 
around the vision of CFNR as 
a resilient, globally engaged, 
adaptive, socially sensitive, 
and innovative public service 
college geared towards the 
science-based stewardship of 
the forest, natural resources, 
and the environment.

Dr. Bantayan summed up his 
vision for CFNR as a college 
ready and equipped for the 
future: F (factual and evidence-
based decision-making),           
U (with a sense of urgency,   
T (takes advantage of 
technology for ease of 
doing things, U (unity and 

camaraderie to increase 
productivity), R (continuous 
training/education leads to 
resiliency, and E (engage with 
partners and stakeholders 
towards mutual benefits).

Prof. Mendoza encapsulated 
his vision and commitment 
to serve the College in one 
hashtag-- #CFNR4UN--
Collaborative Future Proofing 
of Nature-based and Forest 
Resources Development for 
the university and the nation. 
He envisions the college to 
be a more responsive leader 
in the education, science, 
and management of tropical 
forests, natural resources, and 
the environment for the benefit 
of society. 

The search committee is 
chaired by Dr. Janette Malata-
Silva, Vice Chancellor for 
Student Affairs. Members 
include Dr. Joselito Florendo, 
Dr. Merlyne M. Paunlagui, 
Virma Rea G. Lee, Oliver N. 
Felismino, Divinia B. Padua, 
and Kyle Francisco.    BY AS Peria
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The UPLB Institute of Agroforestry (IAF) in 
collaboration with the faculty members of 
the Institute of Renewable Natural Resources 
(IRNR) and the Bicol University College of 
Agriculture and Forestry (BUCAF) embarked 
on the RAINWATER Project. It aims to enhance 
the climate change adaptation of upland 
farmers in Albay Province, Bicol Region, 
through the establishment of rainwater 
harvesting ponds. 

This capacity development project developed 
the farmers’ knowledge and skills in soil and 
water conservation, rainwater harvesting, 
and agroforestry through the conduct of on-
site training and cross-farm visits, using the 
farmer-to-farmer training approach.  The main 
highlight of the project was the establishment 
of rainwater harvesting ponds to address water 
scarcity in Barangay Palanas, Guinobatan; 
Barangay Malama, Ligao City; and, Barangay 
Balinad, Polangui, Albay.  Eleven rainwater 
harvesting ponds were established in the three 
project sites, utilizing the bayanihan system 
or the collective action of the upland farmers, 
mobilizing local resources, and tapping experts 
from the Department of Agriculture-Regional 
Field Unit in Naga City.  

These rainwater harvesting ponds are fully 
functional, which enabled the farmer-
cooperators and other adjoining farmers to 
expand their agricultural production areas, 
establish agroforestry models, and produce rice 
in two cropping seasons.

Project collaborators developed two 
information materials highlighting the 
significant lessons and experiences from 
the project: Booklet on the Establishment of 
Rainwater Harvesting Facilities in Selected 
Upland Farming Communities in Albay 
Province, Philippines; and a Video entitled 
“RAINWATER Project: Making a Difference 
in Upland Farming of Smallholder Farmers in 
Albay Province, Philippines.”  

The project culminated with a virtual 
presentation of the project accomplishments 
and launching of the RAINWATER Project 
Video and Manual to the local government 
units (LGUs) of Ligao City, Polangui, and 
Guinobatan.  These three LGUs have been 
actively engaged in the project implementation, 
together with the farming communities and 
officials of the three barangays.

RAINWATER Project was spearheaded by 
Dr. Leila D. Landicho, together with 
For. Rowena Esperanza D. Cabahug, 
For. Romnick S. Baliton, and Engr. Alberto B. 
Gonzales as project collaborators.  Funding 
support was given by the Asia-Pacific Network 
for Global Change Research (APN).

IAF’s APN-funded rainwater project concludes
BY Dr. Leila D. Landicho

Functional rainwater harvesting ponds in the three project sites.

A booklet highlighting the lessons and experiences from the 
RAINWATER Project was developed for information dissemination
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“As FDC, it is in our mandate to provide 
linkage between science and policy so it is very 
important that we provide evidence to support 
our claims in writing a policy brief.” — 
Dr. Leonida A. Bugayong. 

The Forestry Development Center (FDC) held 
an in-house workshop on writing a policy 
brief on January 15, 2021, with Dr. Bugayong 
(University Researcher) as speaker. One of the 
responsibilities of the Center is to recommend 
science-based forestry policies towards a 
better environment and quality of life. The 
move to implement an online workshop was 
recognized because the policy brief can be an 
effective way to share the advocacies of the 
Center to its stakeholders and policymakers, 
as was discussed in the workshop. The Center 
advocates for causes that promote sustainable 
forest management.

The workshop was coordinated by the Forest 
Policy Advocacy Unit led by its unit head, Ms. 
Ma. Cynthia Casin. Fourteen technical and 
administrative staff participated in the event 
via Zoom.

FDC holds an online workshop 
on writing a policy brief
BY Michiko Karisa M. Buot

Reyes, Piñon, and Arizapa join 
the IRNR family
BY Dr. Marco A. Galang

Dr. Tomas D. Reyes, Jr., a 
former Professor at the Bohol 
Island State University (BISU), 
joined CFNR on January 
16, 2020, as an Associate 
Professor at the Institute 
of Renewable and Natural 
Resources (IRNR). Dr. Reyes 
sort of returns home as he received both his 
Bachelor’s degree and Doctor of Philosophy 
in Forestry at UPLB. He brings with him a 
wealth of experience in teaching, research, 
and extension from his 21 years of service at 
BISU. Dr. Reyes has recently been appointed 
as the head of the Office of the Coordinator for 
Research Extension and Linkages (OCREL) 
of CFNR.

For. Albert Piñon was hired 
as an Assistant Professor 
effective September 7, 2019. 
He is an alumnus of the 
college, having obtained 
his Certificate in Forestry, 
BS Forestry, and Master of 
Science in Forestry at UPLB. 
He has rich work experience in various fields in 
forestry, particularly in the mass propagation 
of planting materials for the private and 
public sectors using conventional and non-
conventional techniques.

For. Jayson Arizapa is 
the newest addition as 
a University Research 
Associate assigned to the 
Environmental Remote 
Sensing and Geo-information 
(ERSG) Laboratory of IRNR. 
He is a graduate of Certificate 
in Forestry, BS Forestry, and 
MS in Forestry at UPLB. He has been involved 
in various research projects implemented by the 
university related to forestry, environmental 
science and management, and different 
applications of geospatial technology on 
environment and hazard modeling. He joined 
CFNR on February 17, 2021.
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Carandang and Gascon retire after fruitful 
years of service to UPLB and the nation
BY Dr. Marco A. Galang

Dr. Myrna G. Carandang, UPLB 
Registrar and Professor of the Institute 
of Renewable and Natural Resources 
(IRNR) in CFNR, officially retires 
(compulsory) after 44 years of service. 
She served as University Registrar for 
13 years and College Secretary for 9 
years. A graduate of BS in Applied 
Mathematics, she joined CFNR in 1976 
as a Research Assistant. She pursued 
Forest Resources Management for her 
Master’s and Doctor of Philosophy and 
helped develop the field of Forest Biometry. She will leave the 
legacy of digitizing students’ records as the College Secretary of 
CFNR, in the forefront of implementing the UPLB SystemOne 
and Student Academic Information System (SAIS), and the 
curricular reviews and revisions of the General Education (GE) 
framework, the shift needed to adjust to the K-12 program, 
and the institution of new undergraduate and graduate degree 
programs.

Dr. Antonio F. Gascon retires 
(compulsory) as a Full Professor of 
IRNR on February 18, 2021. He served 
UPLB for 32 years and 11 months. A 
graduate of BS Agriculture, he joined 
the then Department of Silviculture 
and Forest Influences on March 16, 
1988. Dr. Gascon is instrumental in 
the development of the field of Forest 
Influences, guiding undergraduate and 
graduate students in their studies.

The UP CFNR Student Council 
congratulates the UPLB-CFNR 
contingent for being selected 
to represent the country in the 
ASEAN Geospatial Challenge 
2021 (AGC2021) in Singapore.

Out of the 15 teams that 
participated at the national 
level, two teams will represent 
the Philippines - one from our 
college and the other from 
UP Diliman Department of 
Geography.

The team from UPLB is 
composed of CFNR students 
Neslyn Faith Aclan, Jade 
Alezandra Morales, Carl AK 
Santos, and Gellene Toledo. 

Faculty mentors are 
Dr. Nathaniel C. Bantayan, 
Dr. Cristino Tiburan Jr.,   
Asst. Prof. Nico Almarines, 
Asst. Prof. Jan Joseph Dida, 
and Asst. Prof. Gaudencio 
Ramos.

We wish nothing but the 
best for our team on the final 
judging this March 2021.

Cheers to 
CFNR student 
contingents!


