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CFNR gears up 
for the 1st 2022 
National Forestry 
QuizCon

Seventeen forestry schools in 
the Philippines are sending 
their best and brightest 
students to compete in the 
first online National Forestry 
Quiz Contest. 

The event will be held in the 
afternoon of 26 February 2022 
via Facebook live streaming.

UPLB-CFNR’s official 
representative is Mr. Justine 
A. Marasigan. Ms. Christine 
Jane M. Natividad will provide 
support as an alternate. Both 
students are being mentored 
by CFNR faculty members 
with Atty. Fritzielyn Palmiery  
from the Department of 
Social Forestry and Forestry 
Governance (DSFFG) and 
former quiz contest champion 
as head coach.

CFNR publishes its latest 
issue of the Ecosystems and 
Development Journal
Under the helm of its Editor-
in-Chief, Dr. Rex Victor 
O. Cruz, CFNR recently 
published its Volume 11, 
Numbers 1&2, 2021 issue of the 
Ecosystems and Development 
(E&D) Journal.

The journal, published twice 
a year, aims to promote 
science-based policies and 
decisions in the management 
and conservation of forests 
and other ecosystems towards 
sustainable development 
through dissemination and 
exchange of related research 
results, concepts, methods, 
policies, and practices.  

Eight articles are included in the 2021 issue: 1) Technical and financial 
feasibility of almaciga plantation development in Governor Generoso, 
Davao Oriental, Philippines; 2) Supply chain analysis of almaciga 
(Agathis philippinensis Warb.) resin in Governor Generoso, Davao 
Oriental, Philippines; 3) Classification of watersheds in Occidental 
Mindoro and Oriental Mindoro using principal component analysis 
and k-means clustering; 4) Diversity of benthic macroinvertebrates in 
Quiaoit and Baroro River Watersheds, Ilocos Region, Philippines; 5)  
Assessment of blue carbon stock of mangrove vegetation in Infanta, 
Quezon, Philippines; 6) Social media and the public sphere: Insights 
from the Makiling Botanic Gardens Facebook page in support of 
a more responsive management; 7) Floristic diversity assessment 
of Caramoan National Park, Camarines Sur, Philippines; and 8) 
Macrofungal taxa and diversity for monitoring of productivity 
and sustainability of Bombongan-Lewin Subwatershed in Laguna, 
Philippines.

The E&D Journal welcomes research articles, policy papers, and essays 
that deal on current issues,on-going debates, and emerging concerns 
on forestry and natural resources. 
        - BY Dr. Marilyn Combalicer and Aileen Peria
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UPLB INREM launches PESO-SWaP Project in 
Barobbob Watershed, Nueva Vizcaya
BY Adelaine C. Arganda

In a virtual kick-off meeting, the Interdisciplinary Studies Center for Integrated Natural Resources 
and Environment Management (IdSC-INREM) of the UPLB College of Forestry and Natural 
Resources-University of the Philippines Los Baños (CFNR) launched the project, “Research for 
Development: Payment for Ecosystem Services Outcome for Sustainable Water Provision (R4D: 
PESO SWaP) in Barobbob Watershed, Nueva Vizcaya, Philippines” on 31 January 2022 via Zoom. 

The project team, headed by Dr. Juan M. Pulhin, NAST Academician, UPLB Professor, and the 
Chair of IdSC-INREM, invited the Barobbob Watershed stakeholders to formally introduce 
the project and forge partnerships. The virtual event was participated by representatives from 
DOST-PCAARRD, DENR Forest Management Bureau, Nueva Vizcaya State University (NVSU), 
Provincial LGU, PENRO, Bayombong LGU, Friends of the Environment for Development and 
Sustainability (FRENDS INC), National Irrigation Administration NUEVA Vizcaya, Nueva 
Vizcaya Watershed Management Committee Operations Coordinating Unit (NVWMC-OCU), 
Philippine Institute of Environmental Planners (PIEP) Nueva Vizcaya Chapter, and farmers’ 
associations.

Dr. Arvin P. Vallesteros, Dean of the College of Forestry, Environment and Natural Resources 
Management of NVSU, started the event by giving the rationale. continued on  page 5

Dr. Garcia sheds light on ‘forest fragmentation’ on Radyo CLSU
BY Dr. Maricel T. Villamayor

Dr. Josephine E. Garcia, University Researcher 
at DSFFG, graced the Central Luzon State 
University – Institute for Climate Change and 
Environmental Management’s (CLSU-ICCEM) 
radio program, ICCEM in Action, as its guest 
expert on 13 January 2022. 

She discussed a land cover assessment method, 
called fragmentation analysis, in visually 
analyzing the changes in forest cover through 
time. This technique goes beyond providing 
trends in the increase or decrease in forest cover and includes other information, such as the 
number and distances of forest patches. Dr. Garcia highlighted the utility of this information in 
understanding the implications of forest changes to ecosystem services and in crafting strategies 
for sustainable forest management.
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Call for Filipino youth to attend the 
2022 Philippine Forestry Youth Summit 
BY Aileen S. Peria

In line with the celebration of the International 
Day of Forests 2022, the first Philippine Forestry 
Youth Summit will be held on 19-20 March 
2022. Target participants as senior high school, 
undergraduate, and post-graduate Filipino 
students.

The two-day online conference aims to raise 
awareness among the Filipino youth and 
stakeholders on the importance of forestry and 
sustainability in the country. Several platforms 
and activities are in place to amplify the 
advocacies of the youth and provide a venue for 
active participation and engagement.

The event is organized by the Association of 
Filipino Forestry Students-UPLB, in collaboration 

with the UPLB College of Forestry and Natural Resources. Registration is FREE! Visit https://bit.
ly/PFYS2022 to learn more about the event program and registration details. 

A convergence of various 
sectors for the watershed in 
the Philippines was led by 
the Forestry Development 
Center (FDC) on 04 February 
2022, to revive the formation 
of the National Watershed 
Management Forum (NWMF).

In her welcoming remarks, 
Dr. Priscila C. Dolom, the former 
director of FDC, said that the 
Center has conducted 12 multi-
sectoral forums on watershed 
management since 1995. This 
effort led to a MOA, recognizing the NWMF Organizing Committee in 2002. She added that the 
meeting aimed to gather support for the formation and mobilization of NWMF. 

In his presentation as a resource person, Dr. Rex Victor O. Cruz, former director of FDC and 
retired professor of UPLB, said that the NWMF will open discussion of current issues, and 
sharing of experiences on watershed management. He said that this will add to the formulation 
of science-based policies and programs, enhancing the sustainability of watershed resources to be 
spearheaded by FDC.

FDC mobilizes multi-sectoral forum for 
watershed management
BY Michiko Karisa M. Buot

continued on  page 4

The forum was attended by 43 participants from 12 agencies that are 
involved in the watershed management of the nation
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After several rigorous screenings, two senior and three junior 
students received finance scholarships from a non-profit, 
non-stock organization, the Tan Yan Kee Foundation, Inc. 
(TYKFI). Ms. Rona Jane C. Peña, Mr. Angelo Miguel S. Superal, 
Ms. Rajna Coleen Carrasco, Mr. Lorenzo Niño Llido, and Ms. 
Jann Pauline P. Umali were the official 2021 Forestry Scholarship 
Program grantees.

As scholars, they will receive monthly stipends, thesis grant, 
board exam allowance, and incentives for Latin honors as well as 
for landing in the Top 10 of the forestry licensure examination. 
After graduation, they will be engaged in research and on-the-
job training at the TYKFI field locations for a year, with a living 
allowance and free board of lodging.

More details can be obtained from CFNR’s Office of the College 
Secretary through cfnr_ocs.uplb@up.edu.ph or its official 
Facebook page: https://www.uplbcfnrocs.

Five BS Forestry students receive Tan Yan 
Kee Foundation, Inc. scholarships
BY Aileen S. Peria

continued from Page 1 CFNR gears up for the 1st NFQC...

CFNR faculty members from the three academic 
department will also serve as coaches: aP Jan Joseph 
V. Dida from the Institute of Renewable Natural 
Resources (IRNR); For. Anna Marie S. Cabatbat from 
the Department of Forest Products and Paper Science 
(DFPPS); and For. Emmanuel Bonifacio S. Timog 
from the Department of Forest Biological Sciences 
(DFBS).

Organized by the UP Zeta Beta Rho Honor 
Fraternity and the UP Mussaenda Honor Sorority, 
the first online forestry quiz contest aims to foster 
camaraderie amidst competition.  More details can 
be found on the Facebook page: UPZBRHF1949.  
                                                              --Aileen S. Peria

Justine A. Marasigan Christine Jane M. Natividad

As for ways forward, 
For. Ansel Cabrera of the 
Forestland Management 
Project - Forest Management 
Bureau reported that the 
FMB drafted an Executive 
Order for Sustainable 
Watershed Management in 
the Philippines. He added 
that formalizing the NWMF 
will be an important step 
toward lobbying the policy for 
approval at the executive level.  

In her closing remarks, Dr. 
Leonida A. Bugayong, the 
Officer-In-Charge of FDC, 
expressed appreciation to the 
member-organizations, and 
new agencies and partners 
present in the meeting. She 
said that the Center looks 
forward to new collaborations 
and projects.

continued from Page 3

FDC organizes 
watershed forum...
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It was followed by messages from UPLB-CFNR Dean Marlo D. Mendoza and Dr. Feliciano G. 
Calora, Jr., Deputy Executive Director for Research and Development of DOST-PCAARRD. They 
highlighted the significance of PES and expressed hope for a successful project implementation. 
Dr. Pulhin presented the project overview emphasizing the conservation of Barobbob Watershed 
through a PES scheme that targets to incentivize the upland dwellers to employ sustainable 
management that will improve the water supply capacity of the watershed. The affirmation of the 
importance of the project was highlighted in the open forum as the participants asked questions 
and shared information on the long history of the environmental conservation effort in the 
watershed, issues in occupancy and property rights, and others. 

Various statements of gratitude and support from NVMC-OCU Head For. Henry Patricio, PIEP 
Nueva Vizcaya Chapter President Engr. Maria Jonem Gacad, NIA Nueva Vizcaya representative 
Ms. Pelita Marie Gabriel, Provincial Waterworks System Superintendent II Engr. Danilo 
Dominguez, and MENRO Marilyn Juan of LGU Bayombong were also expressed in the response 
from the stakeholders’ part of the kick-off. To elaborate on what to expect in the activities of the 
project, Dr. Asa Jose U. Sajise, one of the project staff and a UPLB Professor, shared the project’s 
next steps emphasizing building rapport and relationships with the stakeholders of the watershed 
for smooth implementation of the project and its objectives. These project activities include 
stakeholder consultation, focus group discussion, key informant interviews, secondary data 
gathering, watershed delineation, surveys among farmers, upland occupants, residents, and other 
beneficiaries of the water supply from the Barobbob watershed. These will be jointly planned, 
conceptualized, and developed with the key partners. Moreover, it involves the participatory and 
capacity-building orientation of the project and consolidating all information gathered into a draft 
PES implementation and monitoring plan that will serve as an input to a national policy.

The event ended with the closing remarks of Engr. Giovannie M. Magat, the OIC-PENRO of 
the province, wherein he expressed the importance of conserving the watershed and DENR’s 
commitment of support to the project. 

continued from Page 2

Atty. Peralta appointed as 
DSFFG Adjunct Professor
BY Dr. Maricel T. Villamayor

DSFFG is pleased to 
welcome back Atty. Eleno 
O. Peralta as Adjunct 
Professor effective 04 
October 2021 until 31 July 
2022. 

His appointment will 
ensure his continued 
service as a member of the guidance and 
advisory committees of ongoing DSFFG 
graduate students, as well as in providing 
academic support in the governance-related 
graduate courses of the department.

UPLB INREM launches PESO-SWaP Project...

Dreje joins the DFBS 
BY For. Jonathan O. Hernandez

DFBS announces the appointment of 
Ms. Louie Dreje as the new Administrative 
Assistant II effective 06 January 2022.

Ms. Dreje will provide administrative 
support to the department, such as ensuring 
efficiency and accuracy in the preparation 
and execution of procurement management, 
records management, reports, correspondence 
preparation, and other tasks related to the role.
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SFFG welcomes new faculty member and 
administrative assistant
BY Dr. Maricel T. Villamayor

Ms. Krisandra A. Mariano joins DSFFG as 
Instructor IV on 03 January 2022. Ara, as she 
is fondly called by her family and friends, is a 
graduate of Bachelor of Arts in Anthropology 
(magna cum laude) from UP Diliman. She 
is currently taking her Master’s degree 
in Archaeology in the same university. 
She will be handling the Anthropology-
related courses of DSFFG, such as SFFG 
163 (Anthropological Concepts in Social 

Forestry) and SFFG 197 (Anthropological Research Methods 
in Forestry), and is expected to contribute to advancing the 
department’s vision of promoting social equity, participation, 
and sustainability through a greater understanding of human 
societies and culture. Ara worked as a museum researcher 
at the Human Rights Violations Victims’ (HRVV) Memorial 
Commission, where she conducts research related to the 
acquisition of HRVV artifacts and analysis of its materials. 

Ms. Neriza T. Malabayabas is the new 
Administratve Assistant II of DSFFG. 
Nery is a graduate of Bachelor of Science 
in Commerce major in Management from 
the Laguna College of Business and Arts 
in Calamba City, Laguna. She comes to the 
department from Healthserv Los Baños Medical 
Center where she had 10-year experience as 
an internal quality auditor, document control 

coordinator, and accounting assistant. She joined the department on 
24 January 2022 and would be responsible for managing the day-to-day 
operations of the department.  

Mr. Bernardo Aguilon
Univ. Researcher II, FDC

Compulsory retirement effective 
7 January 2022

Mr. Danilo Malana
Administrative Aide III, FDC
Compulsory retirement effective 

15 January 2022

Mr. Rodolfo Recario
Administrative Aide V, FDC
Compulsory retirement effective 

15 January 2022

Ms. Emelita Federico
Administrative Officer II, MCME

Compulsory retirement effective 
16 January 2022

Mr. Othello Reblora
Administrative Assistant II, DO

Compulsory retirement effective 
30 January 2022

Thank you for 
serving CFNR

New CFNR 
appointee

For. Ruffa P. Guab
Univ. Research Associate II

MCME
Effective 02 February 2022


