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Tapulao tops the 2021 
Forester Licensure Exam

Four from the University of the Philippines Los Baños (UPLB) 
College of Forestry and Natural Resources (CFNR) made it               
to the top 10 highest places in the October 2021 Forestry 
Licensure Examination.

Richelle Royce Ilagan Tapulao topped the exam with a rating 
of 91.70 percent. At second, sixth, and seventh places were            
Nel Angela Rico Orenciana (91.50%), Agatha Diane Tapec 
Zepeda (90.20%), and Ma. Jennalyn Oliquiano de Luna (90.15%).           
Ms. de Luna was the 2020 Class Valedictorian.

UPLB continues to be the top-performing school in the country 
offering the Bachelor of Science in Forestry program with a 100 
percent passing rate.

Out of the 761 takers, 443 passed the first examination given               
by the Board for Foresters during the pandemic. Sixty-six               
CFNR graduates took and passed the exam held from 20-21 
October 2021. 

Examinations were held in Manila, Baguio, Cagayan de Oro, 
Cebu, Davao, Iloilo, Legazpi, Lucena, Pagadian, San Fernando, 
Tacloban, Tuguegarao, and Zamboanga. 

The results were released four working days after the last day 
of the exam and the full list of passers can be viewed at this link.    
https://www.prc.gov.ph/article/october-2021-licensure-examination-foresters-
results-released-four-4-working-days/5296                              BY Aileen S. Peria

From L-R: For. Richelle Royce Tapulao, For. Nel 
Angela Orenciana, For. Agatha Diane Zepeda and                               

For. Ma. Jennalyn de Luna

CFNR Dean invited 
to speak at the 
UPLB-Alumni-
Industry Summit 
and Webinar Series

CFNR Dean Marlo D. 
Mendoza was invited to 
showcase CFNR as the premier 
forestry school in the country 
at the 6th and last installment 
of the UPLB-Alumni-Industry 
Summit and Webinar Series 
on 6 November 2021 via video 
conferencing.

The second part of the 
webinar series was attended 
by UPLB alumni and various 
industries in biotechnology, 
engineering, and forestry. 
The end goal is to highlight 
what UPLB, particularly the 
National Institute of Molecular 
Biology and Biotechnology 
(BIOTECH), College of 
Engineering and Agro-
Industrial Technology (CEAT), 
and CFNR,  can offer.



2 November - December 2021  Makiling e-News

Dean Mendoza introduced, in a nutshell, the 
CFNR vision, mission, core competencies, 
services, and products, as well as future 
development plans. CFNR’s technological 
paths are geared towards bamboo engineering, 
biocomposites, bioenergy, green building, 
and nanotechnology, to name a few. These 
plans are complementary efforts to a stronger 
collaboration with the private sector, local 
government units, and the academe.

The webinar series was organized by the Office 
of Alumni Relations (OAR), in partnership 
with the UPLB Alumni Association (UPLBAA). 
UPLB colleges tapped to present available 
technologies and knowledge products for 
commercialization and facilitate partnerships 
with the Philippine industry, various state 
colleges and universities, and the international 
development community.            BY Aileen S. Peria

continued from Page 1

CFNR dean invited...

Photos from UPLB Facebook page

UPLB CFNR organized a simple recognition 
program for the four alumni who topped the 2021 
Forester Licensure Exam (FLE): For. Richelle Royce 
I. Tapulao (Top 1), For. Nel Angela R. Orenciana 
(Top 2), For. Agatha Diane T. Zepeda (Top 6), and 
For. Ma. Jennalyn O. De Luna (Top 7). The event, 
held via Zoom on 21 December 2021, was attended 
by the Executive Committee, faculty members, as 
well as the top-notchers, and their loved ones. 

As per tradition, the four top-notchers were given 
tokens for recognition. Monetary rewards were 
awarded amounting to Php 10,000 for the 6th and 
7th place, P15,000 for the 2nd place, and Php 25,000 
for the 1st place. 

In his opening remarks, Dean Marlo D. Mendoza 
congratulated the top-notchers and reminded 
them of the importance of maintaining a good 
performance after receiving the recognition of being 
one of the best foresters. This, he said, is similar 
to CFNR’s effort to continuously give the best 
education to CFNR students as the best school of 
foresters in the country. This was echoed by For. 
Tapulao who gave a response on behalf of his fellow 
new foresters. For. Tapulao also shared how he 
promised himself that he will do his best in the FLE 
after being unsatisfied with his performance during 
his undergraduate days, thereby emphasizing the 
importance of working hard to achieve one’s goals.

The event was concluded with a message from 
Associate Dean Analyn L. Codilan, who sent well 
wishes to the topnotchers’ future endeavors on 
behalf of the college. She added that it is hoped that 
their achievements will inspire the future batches 
of CFNR students to be the best foresters who will 
serve the country.

With a 100% passing rate and four top-notchers, the 
College was hailed as the Top Performing School for 
the 2021 FLE. 

CFNR holds recognition rites for 
FLE topnotchers
BY Claire Therese Villafuerte
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CHED greenlights limited F2F classes for DFBS 
BY For. Jonathan O. Hernandez

The Commission on Higher Education (CHED) approved the limited face-to-face classes in the 
Department of Forest Biological Sciences (DFBS), UPLB-CFNR, both in the bachelor’s and master’s 
programs. This came after the request to retrofit various classrooms and offices was sent by the 
University Chancellor Dr. Jose V. Camacho through Administrative Order No. 387 on Wednesday, 
24  November 2021.

The DFBS, one of the four academic units in the college,  successfully passed the guidelines of 
CHED-Department of Health (DOH) Joint Memorandum Circular No. 2021-001 which determines 
the recommendations on the gradual reopening of campuses of higher education institutions 
(HEIs) for limited face-to-face classes during the COVID-19 pandemic. The Department, headed 
by Dr. Lerma S.J Maldia, passed the strict inspection carried out on 3 December 2021, following 
the indicated guidelines concerning proper ventilation, foot traffic, partition details, dining areas, 
handwashing station, an isolation room for symptomatic individuals, comfort rooms, and entry/
exit gates, among other things.

Four laboratories were identified to be retrofitted and will be used as classrooms namely: 
Mycorrhiza-N Laboratory, Microtechnique Laboratory, Carbon Research Laboratory, and Forest 
Biotechnology Laboratory. 

Classes will be held at a maximum of 50 percent capacity to ensure that health and safety 
protocols are strictly followed, including the safety protocols and contingency plans set by the 
Office of the Vice President for Academic Affairs and the Department of Forest Biological Sciences 
College of Forestry and Natural Resources, through Memo No. 2020-108.

Evaluators from CHED-DOH CALABARZON, Donald I. Buena Agua, Ericksow Manuel Pawig, Randy N. de la Paz, Wilson Gascon, and 
Jorge Christian R. Tomas, and the DFBS Chair, Lerma SJ Maldia (green polo shirt).
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The Society of Filipino 
Foresters, Inc. (SFFI) and the 
Training Center for Tropical 
Resources and Ecosystems 
Sustainability (TREES) held 
the 2021 SFFI International 
Conference with the theme, 
“Optimizing Forestry for 
Economic Recovery” on 2-3 
December 2021 via Zoom.
 
For. Marlo D. Mendoza, dean 
of the College of Forestry and 
Natural Resources, University 
of the Philippines Los Baños, 
served as keynote speaker. 
For. Mendoza tackled current 
issues in the forestry sector 
and presented key steps and 
tangible solutions for it to 
move forward, e.g., passing 
of the Sustainable Forest 
Management (SFM) Bill 
and National Land Use Bill, 
simplifying and harmonizing 
forestry regulatory procedures, 
institutionalizing payment 
for ecosystem services, and 
establishing a Philippine Forest 
Certification System for SFM, 
to name a few.
 
Seventeen distinguished 
speakers shared their time 
and expertise in the panel 

SFFI and TREES hold international forestry conference
BY Regina A. Mendoza

discussions on timber; non-
timber forest products; and 
ecotourism, forest for health 
and wellness. 

Thematic workshops 
on the three areas were 
also conducted, allowing 
participants to contribute 
to the discourses covering 
each area’s challenges and 
opportunities, as well as 
the next steps that need 
to be taken to address the 
challenges and maximize the 
opportunities. A common 
recommendation from all 
themes is the harmonization of 
existing policies, which echoed 
the earlier statement of Dean 
Mendoza.

The highlights of the keynote 
address, panel discussions, 
and thematic workshops 
are contained in the SFFI 
Conference Declaration and 
will serve as a blueprint for the 
future.
 
The conference is part of 
SFFI’s continuing advocacy 
for SFM and is also in line 
with Republic Act 10690 
(New Forestry Profession 
Act) and Republic Act 10912 
(Continuing Professional 
Development Act of 2016). 
The activity aims to further 
increase awareness of SFM 
opportunities and their 
benefits in terms of creating 
more jobs, alleviating poverty, 
halting deforestation, reducing 
carbon emission, enhancing 
biodiversity, promoting clean 
and renewable energy, forging 
partnerships, and contributing 
to the national economic 
recovery.  

Over 1000 forestry 
professionals participated, 
which produced diverse 
jumping-off points for SFM. 
Registered participants who 
are licensed foresters will earn 
15 CPD credit units. 
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Thanksgiving party at CFNR centers on gratitude
BY Aileen S. Peria

CFNR held its traditional 
Thanksgiving celebration on 
virtual mode in the afternoon of 
22 December 2022 with the theme, 
“Keeping a grateful spirit even 
during difficult times.”

In his message, CFNR Dean Marlo 
D. Mendoza noted that “the College 
has a lot to celebrate as we hurdled 
challenges and accomplished 
significant milestones despite the setbacks of our current situation.” He mentioned the approved industrial 
tree plantation project at the UP Sierra Madre Land Grant and the initial PhP 25M fund for CFNR’s new 
sawmill equipment; the promotion of many faculty members; and CFNR maintaining its Top Performing 
School status in the 2021 Forestry Licensure Exam with 100% passing rate. With such immense blessings 
despite the difficult times. the CFNR family remains “grateful and hopeful because we know that our work 
is not in vain and we will become victorious in His Name.”

When asked through the virtual Gratitude Wall--What are you grateful for despite the challenges and    
trials that came in your way in 2021? The top five poll answers from 163 participating CFNR staff were 
good health, life, love life, and a healthy family. And as a family, the next part of the program was a short 
audiovisual presentation to celebrate life and happy memories with colleagues who have gone ahead from 
2020 to 2021. The highlight of the celebration was the 3– to 5-minute presentations for the CFNR Team 
Talent Show. College constituents were grouped into six teams: Team Blue (FBS and FPPS), Team Green 
(IRNR, ENFOR, and INREM), Team Red (SFFG and Library), Team Pink (IAF and FDC), Team Violet (DO, 
AS, OCS, and OCREL), and Team Yellow (MCME and TREES). Each team gave their best through an array 
of songs, dances, and short skits. The winners of cash prizes were Team Green (1st Place); Team Violet (2nd 
Place); and Team Pink (3rd Place). 
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Dr. Acda gives a talk at 
JDI’s live webinar
BY Engr. Jeanette O. Grande and            
For. Arlene DJ. Romano

Tropical forests speak on student-led 
international webinar
BY Michiko M. Buot 

Community forestry leaders in Asia shared their experiences in an 
international webinar on comparative analysis of community forestry 
with the theme, “Voices from The Ground” on December 9, 2021. 
The panelists include Mr. Valentin Descalzo of the Philippines, Ms. 
Warangkana Rattanarat of Thailand, Mr. Gordon John Thomas of 
Malaysia, Mr. Adie Darmawan of Indonesia, Ms. Bharati Pathak of 
Nepal, and Mr. Sokunthea Nun of Cambodia. Although the panelists 
shared unique experiences and aspirations regarding their community 
forestry organizations, all agreed that community organizing, 
participation among stakeholders especially the local people and the 
private sector important to establish. 

The webinar was led by the SFFG 201 students (1st semester 2021 – 
2022) of the CFNR, UPLB Graduate School namely, Ms. Michiko Buot, 
Ms. Grizelda Marza, Mr. Brando Razon, For. Earl Angelica Lesaca, 
For. Rhiz Manarpaac, and Ms. Liesleya Wagayen, supervised by their 
professor, Dr. Juan Pulhin. The full video of the webinar may be 
watched from the College Facebook page at UPLB College of Forestry 
and Natural Resources.

On 29 November 2021,                   
Dr. Menandro N. Acda, 
professor and UP scientist in 
DFPPS, CFNR, UPLB, served 
as a guest speaker in a live 
webinar, “Protecting Your 
Property from the Costly 
Attack of Termites.” 

Dr. Acda presented the 
different termite species and 
tackled the damages that these 
species can incur to properties. 
Various termite control 
methods and several available 
termiticides commonly used 
in the country were also 
shown. With Ms. Peachy Tiu 
as webinar moderator, Dr. 
Acda answered questions and 
queries after his presentation.
Dr. Acda is well-known for his 
research in wood protection 
and termite biology and 
control. He was also included 
in the list of Asian Scientist 100 
and the only Filipino recipient 
of the prestigious Charles 
Lindbergh Research Grant.

The webinar was hosted by 
Jardine Distribution, Inc. 
Philippines in partnership with 
Solignum Wood Preservative 
and Soilguard Odorless 
Soil Termiticide. Watch the 
recorded webinar at https://
fb.watch/9NJFjCra7A/ 

DFPPS soon to launch its new website
BY Engr. Jeanette O. Grande and For. Arlene DJ. Romano

The Department of Forest Products and Paper Science (DFPPS) 
is thrilled to announce that it will soon launch its new website in 
partnership with UPLB Information Technology Center (ITC). 

DFPPS hopes to make it available by the first quarter of 2022. In an 
era of continuous technology development, the DFPPS website will 
provide its visitors with easier access to learn more about the unit 
and its services. Visitors will find useful information about DFPPS 
academic offerings, facilities, and equipment, as well as its ongoing 
and completed research. It will also provide background information 
about the competitive faculty and staff of the Department. 

The site features up-to-date content, newsletters, and announcements 
made available by the DFPPS Website Development and Maintenance 
Committee and the Documentation and Records Committee. Once the 
website is launched, visitors can access it through the following link: 
dfpps.uplb.edu.ph.
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UPLB libraries celebrate 87th National Book Week 
BY Janina P. Cruz

The UPLB University Library, together with unit libraries, celebrated the 87th National Book Week 
with this year’s theme, “OUTcomes, OUTreach, OUTstanding: Libraries Beyond Boundaries” 
on 15-19 November 2021. The celebration highlights the libraries’ vision of working beyond 
boundaries by promoting and developing a love for reading and achieving lifelong learning skills. 

Online activities for constituents such as Bookface Photo Contest, Virtual Hunt, and Tiktok 
Contest were held. These contests promoted the libraries’ social media accounts and showcased 
the creativity of students, faculty, REPS, and administrative staff. Winners were posted on the 
University Library FB Page and received exciting prizes. 

For the Book Face Photo Contest, the  winners are: 1st Place-- Ms. Jean Grace Mendoza, BS 
Forestry; 2nd Place: Ms. Cobe Jaliya Briñas, Grade 9; and 3rd Place: Mr. Luis Armando Caguimbal, 
Grade 7. Also, the 87th NBW TikTok Contest winner is Ms. Ysabella Cariño.  Daily winners of 
PhP 500.00 each were:  Mr. Cedrick Alva Estrella, Ms. Maria Rica Christine Laya, Mr. Janrian 
Pamulaklakin Par, Ms. Ivy Joy Fernandez, Mr. Jose Marie Villanueva, Mr. AJ Balmeo, and Ms. 
Maria Cinderella Angeles.

Highlighting the event was the UPLB e-Lib Talk with four videos posted on the FB Pages. Topics 
discussed in the videos were the following: 1) Libraries beyond boundaries, 2) UPLB Libraries: 
Coping up with optimism and opportunities, 3) What it is like working at the library?, and 4) 
Some misconceptions about the library and librarians. 

Abasolo and Acda reappointed as UP Scientists 2021
BY Engr. Jeanette O. Grande and For. Arlene DJ. Romano

Among the 43 UP Scientist Award recipients for the years 2020-2022 in UPLB, two 
DFPPS faculty members were officially reappointed as UP Scientists under the UP 
Scientific Productivity System. 

Dr. Willie P. Abasolo, former CFNR Dean, was promoted from UP Scientist I to UP 
Scientist II while Dr. Menandro N. Acda was retained as UP Scientist III Award 
recipient. Notably, Dr. Acda and Dr. Abasolo have been consistent recipients of the UP 
Scientific Productivity Award since 2008 and 2010, respectively.

These scientists embody excellence through their significant contributions to the 
scientific community, including outstanding publications and research. DFPPS is 
proud of you!
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Atty. Fritzielyn Q. Palmiery 
joins SFFG on 2 November 2021 
as Assistant Professor. She is a 
licensed forester, placing fifth 
in the 2007 Forestry Licensure 
Examination, and also became a 
full-fledged lawyer in 2015 after 
passing the 2014 Bar Examination. 

Before joining the department, 
Atty. Palmiery worked at Tanggol 
Kalikasan, Inc. as a Staff Lawyer 
where she was involved in its 
environmental consultancy 
projects and as a resource person 
in various law enforcement 
trainings. She received her 
undergraduate degree in Forestry 
from the University of the 
Philippines Los Baños in 2007 
(cum laude), and her Bachelor 
of Laws from San Beda College 
Alabang in 2013. 

SFFG welcomes 
Palmiery as new 
faculty member
BY Dr. Maricel T. Villamayor

CFNR bags 2nd place in the 
#PaskongUPLB2021 Funny Little Christmas 

TikTok Challenge

Dr. Villamayor joins CFNR Dean’s Office  
BY Aileen S. Peria 

Dr. Maricel T. Villamayor, assistant 
professor of the Department of Social 
Forestry and Forest Governance (DSFFG), 
was appointed as Program Development 
Associate of the CFNR Dean’s Office 
effective 01 October 2021. 

Dr. Villamayor will monitor the strategic 
and future-proofing programs of the College 
as well as the progress of several ad hoc 
committees created in 2021 to ensure the 

delivery of program outputs. 

She is a graduate of BS in Development Communication (cum laude) 
and MS in Forestry from UPLB in 2001 and 2012, respectively. During 
the earlier part of 2021, she received her PhD in Environmental Science 
degree from UPLB as well.


